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Abstract

This study aims to determine the impact of school privatization on social
character of students attending public and private schools in Mashhad. For this
purpose, a field survey was adopted and data were collected using Robert Cloninger's
"nature and character " questionnaire (TCI-R), which focuses on cooperation and
Self-Directedness dimensions of the Tridimensional Personality Inventory. The
statistical population comprised secondary school students in Mashhad. Samples
were randomly selected from both public and private schools. Data analysis was
conducted using SPSS version 21. The mean social character score of students was
156.30+18.89. Further analysis revealed that the mean cooperation score was
104.33+13.49, and the mean self-direction score was 51.96+6.83. The results suggest
that private schools are more effective than public schools in achieving educational
goals and adapting to today's changing environment. Consequently, the research
hypothesis on the difference in the mean social character between students from
public and private schools is confirmed. Accordingly, it was found that private
school students on average exhibited a higher social character than their counterparts
in public schools. Additionally, t-test results showed a significant difference in the
two dimensions of social character, with private schools outperforming public
schools in both dimensions.
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