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Abstract

Today, one of the main challenges of modern world is the emergence of
environmental crises resulting from human behavior. The environmental issues, in
recent years has caught the attention and sensitivity of scholars in different areas,
especially sociologists.Furthermore, sociologists believe that the analysis of
environmental issues calls for sociological studies and presentation of social
solutions.The present research seeks to explain the effect of consumerism culture on
environmentally destructive behavior from a sociological perspective. To do so, a
quantitative approach and survey method have been adopted. The statistical research
population consisted of 18-35 years old individuals living in Tehran, from whom
435 people were selected from 6 regions based on the level of regional development
using quota sampling method. Data collection was conducted using a questionnaire.
Data analysis comprised both descriptive and inferential methods. Descriptive
findings indicate the relatively desirable environmental behavior among study
subjects. The inferential findings suggest that consumerism variable can moderately
explain variance in environmentally destructive behavior variable in subjects and it
has a direct and significant impact on such a behavior. As to the effect of dimensions
of this variable on environmental destructive behavior, it should be noted that the
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dimensions of individualism, pleasure, luxurism and fantasizing have a direct and
significant bearing on environmental behavior but the effect of pluralism is not
significant. Finally, it should be stated that gender and the level of regional
development in terms of consumerism variable have no effect on environmentally
destructive behavior.
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