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Abstract

The concept of hypocrisy, whose semantic and practical domain is astonishing,
has many functions despite its immoral appearance, so that it forms one of the
undeniable parts of our life. This qualitative research was conducted to study the
hypocritical behaviors among the people of Hamedan, Iran. To do this study,
grounded theory was applied. Strauss and Corbin's systematic approach was used for
coding and extracting codes, concepts and categories. An open semi-structured
interview with 24 residents of Hamadan city were done and then primary themes
were identified during the open coding process. Some categories were extracted by
open coding including “socio-cultural components”, “psychological components”,
“economic components” and “structural-political components”. In axial coding
stage, the link between these categories ‘“causal conditions”, “intervening
conditions”, “consequences”, and “strategies of dealing with hypocritical behaviors”
were determined. In the selective coding stage, each component of the coding
paradigm was explained, and two patterns of “agent-oriented hypocritical behaviors”
and “structure-oriented hypocritical behaviors” were discovered. The results
indicated that hypocrisy prevalently and both at individual and social level exist in
the society. It seems that this phenomenon is the result of unbalanced and
sometimes conflicting family, environmental, educational, economic and
political conditions. Moreover, such background conditions as social class,

education, gender and age influence the existence of hypocrisy among people.

Keywords: Grounded Theory, Hypocritical Behavior, Hypocrisy, Agent-oriented
Hypocritical Behavior, Structure-oriented Hypocritical Behavior
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