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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to investigate the political education in the social
studies curriculum of secondary schools of Iran. The research approach was mixed
and the strategy used was quantitative and qualitative content analysis. The
statistical population consisted of the social studies books of secondary schools.
The sample was selected using purposeful method. A researcher-made checklist
was used to collect the data, and in order to evaluate the validity of the indicators,
content validity ration (CVR) was used. Content validity was 0.98. Moreover, data
reliability was calculated using the agreement coefficient of 94%. Descriptive
statistics was used for analyzing the data in the quantitative part and to test the
appropriateness of attention, the Chi-square test was used. Thematic analysis was
also used in the qualitative section. The results showed that totally 31 times the
attention were paid to the component of political education. The highest frequent
issues were related to the index “understanding regional and international political
issues” (with a frequency of 13, that is, 41.1%) and “the right of people to decide
on their political destiny” (with a frequency of 10, that is, 32.2%) respectively. On
the contrary, the indicators “the right to criticize the officials”, “the right to
criticize social institutions”, “the accountability of social institutions”, and “the
criteria for recognizing and choosing the right in elections™ each recording 1 case
(3.3%) had the lowest frequency. No attention has been paid to the indicators
“reforming social institutions” and “attention to political pluralism”. The results of
the Chi-square test also showed that there is not a proper balance in dealing with
political education components in social studies books of secondary schools of
Iran.
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