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Abstract

In recent years, the increase of violent robberies, as a violent crime, has attracted
the attention of thinkers and researchers in the field of sociology. Violent robberies
threaten the quality of life, social stability, and the sense of social security of social
activists at different levels. This, in turn, affects the social development indicators
in different dimensions. Considering the issue, the study tried to identify the socio-
economic factors affecting violent robberies in Khuzestan province. Qualitative
method and interpretive structural modeling approach were used for this study. The
criterion for participant inclusion was having sufficient expertise and information
about violent robberies, and the condition for stopping the data collection process
was the consensus of experts on the subject and theoretical saturation. The data
were analyzed using MicMac software. The participants included 33 security
forces experts of Khuzestan province and professors of sociology, psychology and
economics of Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz. Purposeful sampling method
was used to select the participants. The results showed that the rate of violent
robberies in Khuzestan province (from the experts' view) was high. The ranking of
identified factors identified by MicMac software showed that the most important
factors of violent robberies in Khuzestan province respectively were: social
anomie; cultural poverty; normalization of theft among thieves; drug addiction;
economic-social inequality; poverty and unemployment.

Keywords: Interpretive Structural Modeling, Violent Robberies, Socio-economic
Inequality, Normalization of Theft
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